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International Community School (ICS) Al Manhal Annual Report 2024-2025
1. School Overview

International Community School (ICS) Al Manhal is a British-curriculum school committed to
providing high-quality education that nurtures academic excellence, character development, and
well-being. Guided by our core values and aligned with the UAE National Identity, we strive to
ensure that every child is supported to achieve their full potential in a safe, inclusive, and
aspirational learning environment. The 2024—-2025 academic year focused on strengthening
consistency in teaching and learning, embedding robust assessment systems, and enhancing
student engagement across the curriculum.

2. Student Achievement and Progress

GL Assessment Outcomes Standardised GL assessments (including NGRT, CAT4, and Progress
Tests) indicate secure progress across year groups, with many cohorts performing in line with or
above international benchmarks. Reading outcomes show strong progress, particularly in lower
and upper primary, reflecting the successful implementation of structured reading approaches
and targeted interventions. Mathematics outcomes demonstrate improving attainment and
confidence, supported by consistent use of structured schemes and regular assessment.

CAT4 data has been used effectively to identify learner profiles and inform teaching strategies,
ensuring appropriate challenge and support. Targeted intervention programmes and regular
progress reviews have ensured that students requiring additional support have made measurable
gains over the academic year.

3. Teaching, Learning, and Curriculum

Teaching and learning remain a key strength of ICS Al Manhal. During 2024—-2025, the school
focused on:

- Consistent lesson structure and clear learning objectives

- High expectations for pupil engagement and behaviour

- Strong use of assessment to inform planning

- Development of subject-specific vocabulary and oracy

The curriculum is broad, balanced, and aligned with the English National Curriculum, while being
adapted to reflect UAE culture, values, and National Identity. Cross-curricular links, enrichment
activities, and educational visits have enhanced students’ learning experiences.

4. Wellbeing, Behaviour and Safeguarding

Student well-being remains central to school life at ICS Al Manhal. The school promotes positive
behaviour through clear expectations, consistent routines, and strong pastoral care. Behaviour
across the school is positive and respectful. Attendance is closely monitored, with support provided
where needed. Safeguarding procedures are robust and regularly reviewed. Staff receive
ongoing training to ensure student safety and well-being. Students are encouraged to develop
resilience, empathy, and responsibility, contributing positively to the school community.
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5. Leadership and Management

Leadership at ICS Al Manhal continues to drive improvement through clear vision, accountability,
and a collaborative work environment. During this academic year, leaders have:

- Strengthened monitoring of teaching and learning

- Embedded consistent assessment and data tracking systems

- Supported staff through targeted professional development

- Ensured compliance with ADEK and external inspection requirements. Leaders work closely with
staff, students, and parents to ensure continuous improvement and high standards across all
aspects of school life.

6. Inspection Outcomes

The most recent ADEK inspection confirmed that ICS Al Manhal meets regulatory requirements and
recognises strengths in leadership, student behaviour, and safeguarding. Clear areas for further
development were identified and have been incorporated into the school’s improvement planning.
We continue to respond proactively to inspection feedback, ensuring sustained improvement and
accountability.

7. Enrichment and Community Engagement

Students at ICS Al Manhal benefit from a wide range of enrichment opportunities, including
educational trips and themed learning events, sports, arts, and academic competitions, student
leadership roles and responsibilities, community, and National Identity events. Strong partnerships
with parents and the wider community support students’ personal development and enrich school
life.

8. Priorities for 2025-2026

Looking ahead, the school’s key priorities include:

- Further raising attainment and progress in reading, writing, and mathematics
- Deepening consistency in teaching and assessment practice

- Expanding enrichment and leadership opportunities for students

- Continuing to strengthen well-being and pastoral provision

- Sustaining full compliance with ADEK and inspection frameworks

9. Contact Information: International Community School — Al Manhal, Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates Website: www.icschools.ae
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